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Membership in the Church of Jesus Christ is a
joy and a privilege. It is also a com-
mitment to participate in Christ’s mission.

A faithful member bears witness to God’s
love and grace and promises to be involved
responsibly in the ministry of Christ’s Church.
Such involvement includes:
 proclaiming the good news in word and
deed,

» taking part in the common life and worship
of a congregation,

o lifting one another up in prayer, mutual
concern, and active support,
 studying Scripture and the issues of
Christian faith and life,

e supporting the ministry of the church
through the giving of money, time, and
talents,
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,» demonstrating a new quality of life within
and through the church,

» responding to God’s activity in the world
through service to others, living responsibly
in the personal, family, vocational, political,

cultural, and social relationships of life,

« working in the world for peace, justice,
freedom, and human fulfillment, caring for
God’s creation
e participating in the governing
responsibilities of the church, and reviewing
and evaluating regularly the integrity of one’s
membership, and considering ways in which
one’s participation in the worship and service
of the church may be increased and made
more meaningful.



Blessed be the Lord our God, who gathers the
scattered and restores the lost.
Blessed be the Lord our God, who raises up a
righteous Branch—Christ our King—to reign
with justice, wisdom, and peace.
Blessed be the Lord our God, who calls
servants in every generation to shepherd
God’s people with compassion and care.
Today we give thanks for our Deacons, whose
ministry reflects the tender heart of Christ.
Blessed be the Lord our God, for in Christ we
find our safety, our righteousness, and our
reason to worship.

Come, let us worship the Lord our King!



Call TO [o-pesgion

The prophet Jeremiah reminds us that God
sees every shepherd, every leader, every
servant—
those who scatter and those who gather.
And God promises to raise up a Shepherd—

a righteous Branch,

a King who reigns in justice, a Savior who
restores what is broken.

On this Reign of Christ Sunday, and on this day
when we honor the ministry of our Deacons—
those who embody compassion, mercy, and
gathered care—we come confessing that we
have not always followed the way of our
Shepherd King.

With confidence in God’s promise to gather the
scattered, restore the lost, and call each of us
back to the fold, let us confess our sins before
God and one another.



Prayer of

Righteous and loving God, we confess that we have
not always lived under Christ’s reign.
You call us to shepherd one another with
tenderness, yet we have spoken harshly, acted
impatiently, and turned away from those who
needed our care.

You gather your people from every place, yet we
have allowed fear, frustration, and pride to scatter
our relationships and weaken our witness.

You raise up faithful servants in your church—
and today we give thanks for our Deacons—yet we
confess that we have not always joined them
in ministries of compassion, visitation, generosity,
and presence.

Forgive us, O God.
Gather us again into Christ’s fold.

Restore our hearts, renew our service, and reign in
every part of our lives, that we may reflect your
justice, your mercy, and your peace.

Amen.
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Hear the good news:

"The days are surely coming," says the Lord,
"when | will raise up for David a righteous
Branch." In him-Christ our King-

Judah is saved, Israel lives in safety, and we are
gathered into God's everlasting righteousness.
In Jesus Christ, the Shepherd who seeks the lost
and the King who reigns in grace,
you are forgiven, restored, and held fast in God's
care.

Thanks be to God!
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Jeremiah 23:1-6
Luke 1:68-79
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43









